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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the most important environmental problems included in
the content of eight-grade geography book and it also revealed the extent of inclusion
these problems in the geography curriculum in Palestine governorates. The study, then,
measured the acquisition level of the eight-grade students to environmental problems
throughout the cognitive test. The problem of the study identified in the following
main question:-

1- What are the environmental problems included in the content of eight-grade

geography book and the students' acquisition level ?

From the main question, the following minor questions were derived:-

a- What are the problems that must be met in the content of eight-grade geography
book?

b- What are the environmental problems included in eight- grade geography book
in Palestine curriculum?

c- What is the Students' acquisition level from the environmental problems in the
content of the eight-grade geography book in Palestine curriculum?

d- Are there statistically significant differences at (o > 0.05) in the students'
acquisition level from the environmental problems and the level of proficiency
default (75%).

e- Are there statistically significant differences at (o > 0.05) in the students'
acquisition level from the environmental problems attributed to gender (male-
female).

To answer the study questions, the researcher used the analytical descriptive approach.
In order to achieve the aims of the study, the researcher designed two research tools.
These two tolls as the following:-

1- Content analysis tool: this tool analyzed the content of the eight-grade geography
book according to the basic list of environmental problems that included in its final
format and constituted thirty-five environmental problem. The validity and sincerity of
this tool was confirmed through offering it to a group of refrees, then the statistical
stability of this tool was measured in light of the coefficient agreement between student
analysis and the analysis of other researchers. The ratio of the stability reached
(0.9330).

2- Cognitive test tool: this tool included thirty-five paragraph in its final design,
distributed on five key areas according the relative weight of each area, these fields
are:- (airsphere  hydrosphere _biosphere lithosphere and problems related to
population). Based on the analysis of the eight-grade geography book, the test stability
ratio was (0.8683) this value reassured the researcher to apply the test on the study
sample.

The study sample was selected according the intentional random sample. It
consisted of (396) from eight-graders in UNRWA school in Rafah educational area. The
content of Palestinian book (environments geography) for eight-graders was also
selected.

The study tools were applied in the first semester (2011-2012). After managing the tools

and analyzing the tools statistically. The researcher, then, used the following statistical
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treatments in this study:- Pearson correlation coefficient Spearman-Brown correlation
coefficient for equal split-half 21 Cooder-Richard Wilson method
frequencies averages percentages ant T-test.

The most important findings of this study : in light of the study, there are many
important findings as follows:-

I- The main areas of the environmental problems included thirty-five problem,
whereas the content of the eight-grade geography book (environments
geography) has included twenty-two which constitutes( 62%).

2- The basic list of the environmental problems comprised of five key areas:
airsphere — hydrosphere — lithosphere — biosphere and the environmental related
to population.

3- Topics included the environmental problems related to population occupied the
first rank (26.9%), biosphere related to environmental problems occupied the
second rank (25.4%), airsphere occupied the third rank (19.4%), hydrosphere
occupied the fourth rank (17.9%), then lithosphere occupied the fifth and the last
rank (10.4%).

4- Student didn’t reach the complete range (75%) so it is an evidence of decreasing
students level in acquiring the environmental problems.

5- There are statistically significant differences in acquisition level of the
environmental problems of eight-graders attributed to gender variable and these
statistical differences in favor of females.

The study reached the following recommendations:-

1- Review the content of eight-grade geography book and the necessity to
emphasize on the environmental problems in the content and the awareness of
their risks to human life.

2- The emphasis on raising the level of environmental awareness among students
by developing school curricula and including the environmental problems in it.

3- The need to prepare social studies-teacher who implement the content in the
ways that help the development of the environmental awareness an positive
attitudes towards environment and the pupils problems.
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